
From: Owens, Rock (CAO)
To: Jessica Hernandez/R6/USEPA/US@EPA
Subject: RE: Harris County visit to EPA October 16, 2012
Date: 10/06/2012 04:12 PM

Hi Jessica,
 
David Gray called and we are working on the meeting. Thanks so much for your help! Hope we get
a chance to talk soon.
 
Among the issues we would like to discuss is the on-going discovery with the PRPs to see if there is
anything we can do to help the government build support for a comprehensive final site
remediation plan.
 
Another issue we are struggling with here is the impact the site is having on commercial,
subsistence ad recreational fishing and the attendant health threat.
 
I’m sure you are aware that the Texas Department of Health Services issued a consumption ban
regarding key fin and shell fish taken from the San Jacinto River and upper Galveston Bay. Last
week we met with Parks and Wildlife Officials and representatives from the TCEQ to discuss the
effectiveness of the ban and there is a string consensus that fish are being taken from the affected
waters and they are being consumed.
 
In addition, recently a group of 200 Vietnamese commercial fishermen filed suit in a Harris County
District Court against some of the PRPs seeking recovery for  damage to their business caused by
the ban. This is very disconcerting because it supports our greatest fear that contaminated fish
could be entering the commercial market.
 
This is one topics that County Attorney Vince Ryan would like to discuss with Administrator Curry
and that hopefully we can discuss as well next week when I call.
 
Thanks again for helping us get through to the main office!
 
Regards,
 
Rock Owens 
Managing Attorney 
Office of Vince Ryan 
Harris County Attorney 
Environmental & Infrastructure Group 
1019 Congress, 15th Floor 
Houston, Texas 77002
(713) 274-5121
rock_owens@hctx.net
 
From: Jessica Hernandez [mailto:Hernandez.Jessica@epamail.epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 4:52 PM

mailto:Rock.Owens@cao.hctx.net
mailto:Jessica Hernandez/R6/USEPA/US@EPA


To: Owens, Rock (CAO)
Subject: Re: Harris County visit to EPA October 16, 2012
 
Good Afternoon, 

Thank you for your note. I have let my management know about your request and will be in touch
shortly. I look forward to speaking with you soon. 

Many thanks, 

Jessica 

Jessica Hernandez
Office of Regional Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733
Tel. (214) 665-8384
Fax (214) 665-6460
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